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Christopher Columbus landed at islands near the “New World.” He thought it was Asia





Amerigo Vespucci sailed for Spain.  He landed where Florida is today and realized he was actually in a “New World.”  America is believed to be named after him.








The Development of America


a.k.a. the “New World





John Cabot sailed for England.  He claimed the area where the colonies were later settled for England.  





Hernán Cortés sailed for Spain.  He conquered the Aztecs in the area that is now Mexico





This is a sequential timeline, which means the space allotted does not depict actual time differences.





Robert LaSalle sailed to the “New World” for France.  He claimed the territory west of the Mississippi River for France and named it after King Louis IV and his wife Anna.





For about 300 years after the “New World” was discovered and reported on by the explorers in the 1400s, many people migrated there for many reasons.  Land was settled and fought over in many battles among:


England (British)


African (brought over to work as slaves)


Spain (Spanish)


France (French)


Many different groups of Native Americans known as Indians were squeezed into new territories





1492





1497





1499





1519





1682





The Mayflower landed at the Plymouth settlement in America.  These Pilgrims made the dangerous trip because they were looking for a place where they could practice religious freedom.  The Mayflower Compact was formed.





1620





1607





After many attempts to settle in America, the Jamestown settlement was established. This was the first successful British settlement.  Indians attacked previous settlements and/or the conditions were too harsh for people to survive.  There were over eighteen recorded attempts of the British people trying to settle here.  In some cases, no one knows what happened to the people who came and formed settlements.  





During this time period, the British established the Thirteen Colonies, which was known as British America.





Sometime around 1502, a map maker started calling the “New World,” America 








