POPPLETON AND THE GRAPEFRUIT
by Cynthia Rylant
Reader’s Theater Script by: Jacklyn Moore
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Narrator 1: One day Poppleton was watching TV.  The man on TV said grapefruit made people live longer.  Poppleton hated grapefruit.  But he wanted to live longer.  He wanted to live to be one hundred.  So he went to the store and brought home some grapefruit.
Narrator 2:  He cut it up and took a little taste.  Poppleton’s lips turned outside-in.  He took another little taste.  Poppleton’s eyes made tears.  He took the tiniest taste he could possibly take.  Poppleton’s face turned green.

Narrator 1:  Poppleton’s friend Hudson knocked at the door.  
Hudson: “Poppleton, why are you all green?”
Narrator 1: Hudson cried.

Hudson: “And where are your lips?”

Poppleton: “I am eating grapefruit to live longer,”

Narrator 2: said Poppleton.
Poppleton: “And it is making me sick.”

Hudson: “Then don’t eat it!”

Narrator 1: cried Hudson.

Poppleton: “But I want to live to be one hundred,”

Narrator 2: said Poppleton.

Hudson: “With no lips?”

Narrator 1: asked Hudson.
Poppleton: “What else can I do?”


Narrator 2:  asked Poppleton.
Hudson: “Wait here,”

Narrator 1: said Hudson.  Soon he was back with a very, very, very old mouse.

Hudson: “This is my uncle Bill,”

Narrator 2:  said Hudson.
Hudson: “Uncle Bill, tell Poppleton how you lived to be one hundred.”

Narrator 2:  Uncle Bill nodded.  He leaned over to Poppleton.
Uncle Bill:  “Friends,”
Narrator 1: he said.
Poppleton: “Friends?”

Narrator 2:  asked Poppleton.
Uncle Bill:  “Friends,”
Narrator 1: said Uncle Bill.
Uncle Bill:  “What did you do with your lips?”
Narrator 2:  When Uncle Bill and Hudson left, Poppleton threw all of the grapefruit away.  
Narrators 1 & 2:  And as soon as his lips came back, he went out to find some friends.
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