THE UGLY DUCKLING
by Hans Christian Andersen · retold by Sharon Fear
Reader’s Theater Script by: Jacklyn Moore

	Narrator 
	
	Mother
	Hen
	Goose
	Dog
	Duckling


Narrator: Mother Duck watches.  Her five eggs are hatching.  Four new little ducklings hatch first.  Then one big duckling hatches.
Mother:  “Four are quite pretty.  But this big one looks very plain.”
Hen:  “He is an ugly color,”

Narrator: said Hen.
Goose: “He has ugly feet,”

Narrator: added Goose.

Dog: “He is ugly all over,”

Narrator: said Dog.

Duckling: “I must be very ugly.  I will not be able to stay.  I will go and live by myself,”

Narrator:  said the duckling.  So the ugly duckling ran away.  His days were sad.  He had no one to play with.  His nights were cold.  He had no one to keep him warm.  But time passes.  One day he saw three pretty birds.  They were floating his way.
Hen: “Look!  Swans!”

Narrator: said Hen.

Goose: “Beautiful swans!”

Narrator:  said Goose.

Dog: “Four beautiful swans!”

Narrator:  said Dog.  The ugly duckling looks in the water.  He sees . . . four beautiful swans!  And he is one of them! 
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